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• Patent something…

• …but not everything

• Own your own IP

• Think about the geography

• Move fast and get patents granted

Outline
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“So the royalties started to roll in. I’m not sure how many tens of 

millions they made but I did notice one year, the headline in the 

Business section of the Daily Telegraph was ‘Battery Powered’ ”

Philip Wiseman, 2017
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• Strong patent protection could be 

fundamental to the value of your business

• Patents provide a 20-year monopoly

• Consider educating your technical team – 

they may be sitting on patentable 

inventions

Patent something…
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• Patents are expensive

• Patents tell the world about your invention – 

and might not be granted

• Keep in mind trade secrets or “know-how” –   

this is another valuable form of intellectual 

property

…but don’t patent everything
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• Many innovative energy storage firms start out small, 

which can lead to questions over IP ownership

• University spinouts

• IP ownership might transfer to the university

• Help from friends and contractors

• Might they have a claim to the IP?

Own your own IP
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Geography – why it matters (especially now)
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Geography – why it matters (especially now)
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• Patent applications typically move slowly

• Could be at least five years until grant

• Useful for some strategies but too slow for some investors?

• Speeds things up with the “Green Channel” at the UK Intellectual 

Property Office

• Accelerated examination for inventions of “environmental benefit”

• No extra cost

• Could have a positive indication on patentability within 2-3 months

Move fast and get patents granted
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• Patent something…

• …but not everything

• Own your own IP

• Think about the geography

• Move fast and get patents granted

Summary



Carpmaels & Ra nsford is a leading European IP firm based in London. For more information about  our firm and our practice, plea se visit  our  
website  at:  www.carpmaels.com. T his inf ormation provides a summary of the subject matter only. It should not  be  acted on without first  
seeking  professional  a dvice.  Carpmaels & Ra nsf ord is the trading name for  three  legal  ent ities which operate from their  registered office a t  
One Southampton Row, London,  WC 1B 5HA.  Ea ch entity is a  separate limited liability partnership registered in Engla nd and Wales.   

Carpmaels & Ra nsfor d LLP (Regd. No. OC 382284) and Carpmaels & Ra nsfor d (Specialities) LL P (Regd. No. OC414115) are regulated by the 
Intellectual Property Reg ulation B oard.  Carpmaels & Ransford (Internationa l) LLP (Reg. No. OC397628) is authorised a nd regulated by the 
Solicitors Regulat ion Authority  (SRA ID 620864). A list of  members of  each LL P is open for  inspection at  the  registered office.  The wor d 
partner is intended to refer to a member of an LLP.

+44 20 7242 8692

carpmaels.com

email@carpmaels.com

Thank you
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European Patent No. 0 017 400
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• "Trade Secret" means information which meets all of the following requirements:

• (a) is secret in the sense that it is not, as a body or in the precise configuration and assembly 

of its components, generally known among or readily accessible to persons within the circles 

that normally deal with the kind of information in question;

• (b) has commercial value because it is secret; and

• (c) has been subject to reasonable steps under the circumstances, by the person lawfully in 

control of the information, to keep it secret.

Trade Secrets
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