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Who are OPSS? 

• OPSS – Part of the Department for Business & 
Trade.

• Supporting businesses to invest, grow and 
export, creating jobs and opportunities.

• We protect people and places from product-
related harm.

• Enable trade and growth by ensuring consumers 
and businesses can buy and sell products with 
confidence.
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Who are OPSS? 



4

What do we do? 

OPSS main responsibilities:
• National regulator for product safety.
• National regulator for legal metrology.
• National regulator for construction products.
• Hallmarking.
• Primary Authority.
• Standards and accreditation.
• Energy standards.
• Environmental regulations. 
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What do we do? 

Environmental Regulations for Defra:
• Waste Electrical & Electronic Equipment 

(WEEE)
• Waste Industrial & Automotive Batteries
• Waste Portable Batteries take-back.
•  Restrictions of Hazardous Substances 

(RoHS)
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What do we do? 

OPSS & Batteries:
• Product Safety – National Regulator with 

Trading Standards. 
• National Safety alerts and enforcement action – 

e.g. e-bikes and e-scooters
• Safety Studies – e.g. Second-life Batteries in 

Battery Energy Storage Systems 
• Public and private electric vehicle charge points 
• Batteries Placed on the Market 
• Waste Batteries



Batteries Environmental Regulations
The Batteries and Accumulators (Placing on the Market)  Regulations 2008 

  

The Waste Batteries and Accumulators Regulations 2009 (Parts 4 and 5)



What do the Regulations achieve?

Protect and preserve the environment  by:

ØMaking it compulsory to collect and recycle 
batteries and accumulators.

ØPreventing batteries and accumulators from 
being incinerated or disposed of in landfill

ØRestricting the substances used in the 
manufacture of batteries and accumulators.
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OPSS operate in a number of areas:
ØVehicle manufacturing
ØBattery energy storage
ØLight means of transport
ØAutomotive battery manufacturing
ØPortable battery manufacturing
ØToy manufacturing
ØUtility metering

 Battery Producer Definition

You are a battery producer if you have a 
UK business presence and you are the 
first person in your selling chain to 
make batteries available for supply or 
sale on the UK market, this also includes 
those already in appliances, or vehicles.



The Batteries and Accumulators 
(Placing on the Market)  

Regulations 2008 

• Restriction on the use of 
mercury and  cadmium in 
batteries
• Labelling obligations to promote 
recycling
• Prohibition of batteries that do 
not meet the requirements
• Capacity labelling and 
performance
• Removability of batteries



The Waste Batteries and Accumulators Regulations 2009 
(Part 5)

If you are a producer of industrial and or automotive 
batteries, you must:
ü register via the National Packaging Waste Database
ü collect automotive waste batteries from final holders if 

requested
ü publish details of how end final holders may request 

collection of automtive batteries
ü take back waste industrial batteries from end-users if 

requested
ü publish details of how end-users may request take-back of 

industrial batteries
ü ensure that all waste batteries are treated by an Approved 

Battery Treatment Operator or Approved Battery Exporter

https://npwd.environment-agency.gov.uk

https://npwd.environment-agency.gov.uk/


The Waste Batteries and Accumulators 
Regulations 2009 (Part 4)

 
Distributors (retailers) of portable batteries must:

Provide  in-store take-back facilities for waste portable batteries, 
free of charge to the public.

Provide end-users with information about the take-back facility 
(e.g. at the sales point).

Accept all types of waste portable batteries when requested by 
the end user

Small distributors <32kg per annum are exempt
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üOngoing market surveillance to identify 
emerging issues employing a risk-based 
approach to interventions

ü EU Battery regulations in Northern Ireland – 
working with Defra and DEARA to support 
implementation

ni.trade@defra.gov.uk

üGB battery consultation – working with Defra to 
shape the future regulatory landscape

batteries@defra.gov.uk

The Future…

mailto:ni.trade@defra.gov.uk
mailto:batteries@defra.gov.uk
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üBattery expo attendees
üTrade bodies
ü Industry sectors
üBusiness reference panel
üConsumers
üOther government agencies
üTrading standards
üPorts and borders
üScience and technology developers

OPSS will continue to 
engage with stakeholders



Thank you.
We are here to help you, so please do 
come and find us on STAND B2 .

Alan.Twells@businessandtrade.gov.uk

Daniel.Harbach@businessandtrade.gov.uk

Bubbly.Sandhu@businessandtrade.gov.uk

OPSS.enquiries@businessandtrade.gov.uk 

mailto:Alan.twells@businessandtrade.gov.uk
mailto:Dan.Harbach@businessandtrade.gov.uk
mailto:Bubbly.sandhu@businessandtrade.gov.uk
mailto:OPSS.enquiries@beis.gov.uk

